Bridging Two Worlds:  Youth Involved in the Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice Systems—
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The Center for Juvenile Justice Reform (CJJR) at Georgetown University’s Public Policy Institute and the American Public Human Services Association (APHSA), through the generous support of Casey Family Programs (CFP), are proud to announce the release of Bridging Two Worlds: Youth Involved in the Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice Systems—A Policy Guide for Improving Outcomes. 

The guide was released by APHSA’s affiliate, the National Association of Public Child Welfare Administrators, at their 2008 Fall Conference on September 13, 2008. It contains the following documents:  The Policy Guide, Matrix of Policy Recommendations, Building Multisystem Approaches in Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice (Research Paper), and the Wingspread Conference Proceedings. 

The guide is the product of a conference on Multisystem Approaches in Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice that took place at The Johnson Foundation’s Wingspread Conference Center in Wisconsin from May 7 – 9, 2008. The conference was jointly sponsored by APHSA, CFP, CJJR and the Johnson Foundation. This event brought together a group of approximately 40 individuals representing key policy-makers, practitioners and researchers to discuss ways to better serve the population of children and youth known to both the child welfare and juvenile justice systems. 

In preparation for the conference, the sponsoring organizations commissioned research that focused on the prevalence of this population known to both systems. The report was written by Dr. Joe Ryan, Faculty Fellow at the Children and Family Research Center at the University of Illinois, Urbana – Champaign and Dr. Denise Herz, Professor at the School of Criminal Justice and Criminalistics at California State University, Los Angeles. The guide that emerged from the conference was based on group discussions designed to advance public policy and practice approaches and provides: 
· Creditable research that documents the  prevalence of the  “crossover” phenomena, confirms the link between child maltreatment and later delinquency, and speaks about each system’s response  and how these two systems can work together to serve this “crossover” population and overcome barriers 
· The values, beliefs and underlying philosophy that guides the policy agenda developed by this group 

· Recommendations for policy action for federal policy-makers 
· Desired outcomes linked to the detailed policy actions
You can access the Guide and supporting documents below.

· Matrix of Policy Recommendations
· Research Paper
· A Policy Guide for Improving Outcomes
· Policy Guide Only


Copies of the Policy Guide can also be found at http://cjjr.georgetown.edu                            

